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follow. This was an alarming prospect, but so far it has not
been realized. However., the fact remains that British foreign
policy, though extremely well meaning, had failed over the
Spanish civil war, as it had failed, and was for another year to
continue to fail, in relation to the aggressive designs of Japan,
Italy, and Germany, None of the issues raised, until that of
Poland in 1939, was such as to convince the British public as a
whole that our standpoint must be maintained, if necessary, by
force of arms; and without force little could be accomplished in
international affairs during the nineteen-thirties.

Austria. Some months before the end of the Spanish civil war
Hitler had committed another and more startling act of aggression.
By the beginning of 1938 he had persuaded Mussolini to accept
what he had objected to so strongly four years before, namely
the destruction of the independence of Austria. In February
1938 Schuschnigg, the Austrian Chancellor, was summoned to
interview Hitler at his country house at Berchtesgaden, just out-
side the Austrian frontier, and told that he must include the
leading Austrian Nazis in his cabinet. Apparently he agreed, but
a few weeks after his return to Austria he announced that there
would be a plebiscite, or popular vote, of all Austrian citizens in
which they would be invited to answer 'yes' or 'no5 to the question
whether they wished Austria to remain independent of Germany.
There would probably, it is said, have been a two-thirds majority
for independence, and Hitler was determined to prevent this
plebiscite. It was due for March 12. Hitler sent in his troops
who occupied the country without any serious opposition on
March 11. A month later a 'free' plebiscite under Nazi manage-
ment showed a 997 majority for union with Germany!

Once again the objective was cleverly chosen. The Austrians
were, after all, Germans, and many British people who disliked
Nazi methods had, before the rise of Hitler, declared that Austria
ought to be joined to Germany. In any case it was all over, and
apparently approved by those most concerned, before there was
time to do anything about it.

Czechoslovakia. The annexation of Austria placed Czecho-
slovakia in obvious peril, for the western and more important
half of the country, the ancient province of Bohemia with the
capital3 Prague^ and the Skoda munition works^ was now